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Being a Writer at Northbourne

 “If we want pupils to write well, we must give them something worth writing about.”

             — Mary Myatt

At Northbourne CE Primary School, English lies at the heart of our vision of Nurturing Excellence. We are committed to enabling every child to flourish 
academically, personally and spiritually through the development of strong writing skills. We use a text-based approach to teaching writing. Carefully 
chosen, language-rich books ‘hook’ children into their learning. This not only strengthens reading within our English curriculum but also inspires their 
writing. Each text acts as an ‘umbrella’, under which pupils write for a clear purpose and audience, exploring a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry 
outcomes.

Structure and Progression

Our long-term writing curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure that, as children progress through the school, their knowledge and skills develop in an 
age-appropriate and coherent way. Our medium-term Northbourne Writing Journey approach provides clear, structured two-to-three-week teaching 
units in which pupils learn to write by first understanding what successful writing looks like (Part 1) before applying this knowledge independently for a 
clear purpose and audience (Part 2). 

Part 1: How does the writer do it?

This stage focuses on understanding ‘what a good one looks like’, ensuring pupils develop the knowledge and skills needed for success.

Each unit begins with a rich, high-quality text that drives the learning. Teachers provide carefully crafted examples of the chosen outcome (WAGOLLs), 
inspired by the text, to model expectations clearly.

During this phase, children explore how the writer crafts the text and build the vocabulary and background knowledge needed to write successfully. 
Pupils analyse model texts to understand how effective writing is constructed, focusing on:

• Purpose and audience of the text

• How the text is structured, including organisation and sequencing

• How language is used to create effect, including vocabulary, grammar, linguistic devices and sentence structures

• Understanding the form and key writing techniques

Children are given frequent, purposeful opportunities for regular, structured writing tasks, allowing them to practise and apply key skills in context. This 
ensures that grammar and punctuation are embedded meaningfully, rather than taught in isolation.

By the end of this stage, pupils are confident and well-prepared to begin their own writing.
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Part 2: How can I do it?

In this stage, teachers continue to develop the skills and behaviours of a writer, while pupils apply their learning to create a written outcome for a chosen 
purpose and audience.

Children move through the writing process, including:

• Gathering and generating ideas

• Planning their writing

• Drafting their initial piece

• Evaluating, editing and proofreading to refine their work

• Publishing their final outcome

Pupils are supported to develop increasing independence and are encouraged to take risks, experiment with language and view mistakes as an important 
part of learning. Teachers continue to model and scaffold as needed to ensure all pupils can succeed.

The unit culminates in opportunities to publish and present writing, giving their work a clear sense of purpose.

Handwriting and Spelling (Transcription)

Handwriting and spelling are taught explicitly to develop fluent, automatic transcription, enabling pupils to focus on the composition of their writing.

Handwriting (Pages 14 &15)

Handwriting at Northbourne is designed to develop fluent, legible and automatic writers, enabling pupils to record their ideas with ease and focus on 
composition.

Handwriting is taught explicitly from the very beginning and practised daily until pupils can write legibly and with ease. Using our Penpals scheme, 
children in the Early Years and Key Stage 1 develop a secure pencil grip, correct letter formation and consistent size and orientation, ensuring strong 
foundations for writing.

As pupils progress through Key Stage 1, they develop a clear, legible style and are introduced to basic joins. This regular, structured practice supports 
automaticity, allowing pupils to write with increasing fluency and focus more fully on their ideas.

In Key Stage 2, pupils continue to refine their handwriting, with a focus on fluency, legibility and speed. They are expected to use joined handwriting 
across the curriculum and adapt their presentation for different purposes and audiences. Teaching is adapted to ensure that all pupils achieve a fluent 
and legible style, with additional practice provided where needed.

Handwriting remains a key element of transcription across the school. It is consistently modelled, practised and monitored, enabling pupils to develop 
confidence and take pride in their written work.
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Spelling (Pages 16 to 19)

Alongside handwriting, spelling at Northbourne is designed to develop automatic, accurate and fluent spellers, enabling pupils to focus on composition 
and communicate their ideas effectively.

In Key Stage 1, Year 1 pupils follow the Read Write Inc. phonics programme for spelling, learning both decodable (green) words and common exception 
(red) words.

From Year 2 to Year 6, pupils build on this foundation by learning spelling rules and patterns from the National Curriculum through the No Nonsense 
Spelling programme. Teaching is underpinned by the Northbourne teaching principles, ensuring knowledge is explicitly taught, regularly revisited and 
applied so that it is retained in long-term memory.

Lesson sequences follow a clear structure of Review > Teach > Practise > Apply, enabling pupils to build on prior learning, develop secure 
understanding, and apply their spelling knowledge in meaningful contexts.

Daily dictation forms an important part of this process. Carefully planned sentences include recently taught spelling patterns, common misconceptions 
and familiar sentence structures, allowing pupils to apply their knowledge within meaningful contexts rather than in isolation.

Teachers use dictation to identify common errors in spelling, punctuation and handwriting, which are addressed through immediate feedback and 
discussion. Pupils are encouraged to self-correct and refine their work, supporting accuracy and embedding learning.

Dictation also provides opportunities to revisit and apply prior learning, for example by adapting sentences using different grammatical structures or 
vocabulary. This strengthens retention and supports pupils in transferring their spelling knowledge into independent writing.

Teaching Principles

Across all aspects of writing at Northbourne, teaching follows a consistent, structured approach that reflects our whole-school teaching principles.

Learning is carefully sequenced to include review of prior learning, explicit teaching, modelling, practice and application, ensuring that pupils build 
secure knowledge over time. Frequent opportunities for retrieval, practice and application, including regular, structured writing tasks and daily dictation, 
ensure that knowledge is revisited and embedded in long-term memory.

Living Our Values Through Writing

Our writing curriculum actively promotes our core values of Courage, Compassion and Community:

• Pupils show courage when they take risks in their writing, experiment with language and share their ideas.

• They develop compassion by writing about different perspectives, cultures and experiences.

• A sense of community is fostered as pupils write for real audiences, collaborate and celebrate each other’s work.
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Assessment

Assessment in writing is integral to teaching and learning at Northbourne and is used to support pupils in making strong and sustained progress. 
Assessment is aligned with the expectations of the National Curriculum, ensuring that pupils’ writing is evaluated against age-related standards.

Formative assessment is embedded within everyday classroom practice. Teachers use live marking, questioning and observation to identify 
misconceptions in spelling, punctuation, grammar and composition. Immediate feedback enables pupils to refine and improve their work in the moment, 
while targeted prompts and challenge questions support pupils to deepen and extend their writing. Teachers assess pupils’ ability to write effectively for 
a range of purposes and audiences, including the organisation of ideas, use of language for effect and overall coherence.   Assessment information is 
used to adapt teaching, address misconceptions and provide targeted support.

Regular opportunities for retrieval and application, including regular, structured writing tasks and dictation, further support teachers in assessing pupils’ 
understanding and identifying next steps.

Summative assessment takes place at three key points across the year (December, Spring and Summer), enabling teachers to evaluate pupils’ attainment 
and progress over time. Teachers use Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST) descriptors, which reflect National Curriculum expectations, to support 
professional judgement, assessing pupils as Greater Depth, On Track, Just Below or Below. This information is used diagnostically to identify specific 
gaps and inform subsequent teaching, supporting appropriate support and challenge for all pupils.

Through this balanced approach, assessment supports the aims of the curriculum, ensuring that pupils know more, remember more and apply their 
learning with increasing fluency and independence.

Inclusion and Excellence for All

Writing at Northbourne is designed to be ambitious and accessible for all pupils, ensuring that every child can succeed as a writer.

Teaching is adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including those with SEND and those who may be vulnerable. Additional support, such as model 
texts, sentence stems, vocabulary scaffolds and structured planning, enables all pupils to access the curriculum and succeed. These supports are 
carefully reduced over time to promote independence.

The use of a visualiser supports all pupils in understanding how writing is developed, organised and presented on the page, making expectations clear 
and supporting pupils to improve their own work.

Our writing curriculum has been deliberately designed with our most vulnerable pupils in mind, ensuring that they are provided with the background 
knowledge and vocabulary they may otherwise lack. Through rich texts, explicit teaching and repeated opportunities for application, pupils are 
supported to build the knowledge needed to write successfully.

Through this inclusive approach, pupils develop confidence, resilience and independence as writers.
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Writing in the Early Years

Our EYFS Writing Long Term Plan is underpinned by the principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework and informed by the DfE Writing 
Framework and Strong Start guidance. We recognise that successful writing development begins long before children formally write sentences and is 
built upon secure foundations in communication and language, physical development, play, storytelling and early mark making.

We believe that every child should develop confidence, independence and enjoyment as a writer. Our curriculum provides rich opportunities for children 
to develop vocabulary, rehearse ideas orally and engage in purposeful writing experiences through both adult-directed teaching and child-initiated play. 
Writing is embedded throughout the learning environment and linked to meaningful experiences, high-quality texts and children’s interests.

In line with the Writing Framework, our approach places strong emphasis on the explicit teaching of transcription skills, including handwriting and 
spelling through systematic synthetic phonics, alongside the development of oral composition. Children are supported to articulate ideas verbally before 
recording them and are given regular opportunities to practise and apply their developing skills in authentic contexts.

Our curriculum progression reflects the developmental journey from gross and fine motor development and early mark making through to writing 
recognisable letters, spelling words phonetically and composing simple phrases and sentences in line with the Early Learning Goals. Teaching is 
responsive, inclusive and carefully adapted to meet the needs of all learners, ensuring every child is supported to achieve success and develop a positive 
identity as a writer.  

Think Like a Writer (Pages 18 & 19)
To support the development of confident, independent writers, every classroom displays our "Think Like a… Writer" prompts. These act as a shared 
language for writing across the school and help pupils to internalise the behaviours, habits and thought processes of successful writers.

The prompts have been carefully designed to reflect the developmental journey of our pupils. In Key Stage 1, children are encouraged to focus on the 
fundamental skills needed to communicate meaning successfully, including sentence construction, basic transcription skills and an awareness of 
audience. As pupils move into Key Stage 2, the prompts develop to emphasise the more sophisticated decisions writers make, such as planning for 
purpose, organising ideas, selecting vocabulary deliberately and evaluating the effectiveness of their writing.

The posters are not intended to be used as a checklist to be completed, but as a tool to support metacognition. They encourage pupils to think about the 
choices they make as writers, helping them to develop independence and take increasing ownership of the writing process. Teachers use the prompts 
consistently when modelling writing, providing feedback and facilitating discussion about effective writing, ensuring that expectations remain clear and 
consistent across the school.

By embedding these habits and routines over time, pupils develop a stronger understanding of what effective writers do. This supports our wider aim of 
enabling children to become reflective, resilient and purposeful writers who can draw upon a secure understanding of the writing process when writing 
for a range of audiences and purposes.



All About Me
Starting School, My New Class, Friendship, My Family, 

Caring For Each Other, Living Things & Our Environment. 

Peter Rabbit

Looking After Rabbits
Usborne

Terrific Tales
Traditional Tales, Celebrating Differences, Black 
History Month, Celebrating Events Of The Past.

Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Farm Animals
Usborne

Ice and Stars
Maps, Seasons And Habitats, Life Cycles, Hibernating 

And Nocturnal Animals, Hot And Cold Countries.

Whatever Next!
Jill Murphy

Sun, Moon and Stars
Usborne
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Come Outside
Plants, Flowers, Growing, Weather And Seasons, Where 

Does Our Food Come From, What Can We Grow.

We’re Going on a Lion Hunt
David Axtel

Bugs
Usborne

Where in the World
Our Locality, Where We Like To Go, Holidays, Different 

Countries And Cultures, Maps And Globes.

The Tiger Child
Joanna Troughton

First Atlas
Collins

Changes
How Have We Changed, What Makes Our 
Feelings Change, Changes To Materials, 
Freezing, Melting And Heating, Cooking.

Owl Babies
Alexis Deacon

Owls
Night Animals

Usborne

Term 4 Term 5 Term 6



Beegu
Alexis Deacon

Little Red 
Riding Hood

Lucy Rowland

The Darkest Dark
Chris Hadfield
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Fiction
Outcome: 
Retell

Audience and purpose: 
Library. To entertain and engage

Effect: 
To know an alternate traditional tale

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Complaint letter

Audience and purpose:
The wolf. To complain about the wolf’s poor behaviour

Effect: 
To make the wolf feel like he wants to make amends

Poetry
Outcome: 
Create a verse about Little Red Reading Hood

Audience and purpose:
Mrs Allmond. To have Little Red Reading Hood 
included in the original poem

Effect: 
To know ensure all characters are represented. 

Fiction
Outcome: 
Setting description of the view from the moon.

Audience and purpose:
People back on Earth. So they could imagine what it 
was like in space.

Effect: 
Amazement about the view from the moon

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Instruction writing – How to brush your teeth in space

Audience and purpose:
People who want to be astronauts. Clear steps so 
budding astronauts can learn.

Effect: 
For the reader to feel informed.

Poetry
Outcome: Comparing poems 

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
How to be an exceptional friend (instructions)

Audience and purpose: 
Reception children. Learnhow to be a good friend

Effect: 
Help the reader know some good strategies.

Poetry
Outcome: Performance 
Poetry

Audience and purpose: 
The Year 1s/The Year 2s.To teach kindness to others

Effect: 
To understand how to help others be kind.

Short Burst Writes
1. Predictions
2. Thought bubbles for feelings



The Vanishing Lake
Paddy Donnelly

The Day the Crayons 
Came Home

The Day the Crayons Quit
Drew Daywalt

The Secret of 
Black Rock

Joe Todd Stanton
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Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Fiction
Outcome: 
Retell

Audience and purpose: 
People who like adventure stories. To entertain.

Effect: 
To feel surprised at the true secret of Black Rock 

Non-Fiction

Outcome: Warning Poster

Audience and purpose: People in the fishing village. To
Warn them of the dangers

Effect: 
Feel wary of Black Rock so they avoid it.

Poetry
Outcome: 
To innovate the poem

Audience and purpose:
Children who go to the library. To encourage others to 
read poetry

Effect: 
To make the reader laugh

Short Burst Writes
1. Setting description of under the sea

Fiction
Outcome: 
Create a story about a made-up sea creature
Audience and Purpose:

Year 3s and 4s
To entertain

Effect: 
So the reader feels nervous about the problem and 
relieved about the resolution.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Fact file

Audience and Purpose:
Reception children. To inform.

Effect: 
So the reader knows what to look out for

Poetry
Outcome: 
To create a verse/line for their own creature

Audience and purpose:
KS1 classes. To spark their imagination

Effect: 
To help them visualise the fish

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Complaint letter

Audience and purpose:
KS1 children. To complain about the treatment of the 
felt tips

Effect: 
To ensure the children look after them in future 

Poetry
Outcome: 
Performance poetry

Audience and purpose: 
Mrs Parsons

Effect: 
To make the listener laugh>



Until I Met Dudley
Roger McGough

Escape from Pompeii
Christina BalitThe First Drawing

Mordicai Gerstein
Flood

Alvaro F. Villa
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Fiction
Outcome: Diary entry

Audience and purpose: 
To demonstrate how the character feels and the 
reasons for their actions

Effect: The reader will empathise with the character 
and recognise the importance to look after the 
environment. 

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Newspaper report
 
Audience and purpose: 
Local villagers. To inform them of what happened.  

Effect: 
Audience feel informed about the natural disaster. 

Poetry
Outcome: 
Nature lyric poem

Audience and purpose: 
To entertain

Effect: 
Audience feel calm and connected with nature. 

Fiction
Outcome: Character description of a woolly 
mammoth
Audience and purpose: To create an image in the 
reader’s head
Effect: reader gets a clear image of the animal

Outcome: Recount 
Audience and purpose: To dig deeper into how the 
main character feels. 
Effect: Reader feels a strong sense of how the 
characters felt

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Non- chronological report 
Audience and purpose: 
To provide children with a clear understanding of life 
as a child during the Stone Age
Effect:
 Audience will have a stronger understanding of life 
during the Stone Age. 

Poetry
Outcome: 
Create own shape poem
Audience and purpose: 
Children, to entertain.
Effect: 
Audience will feel amused. 

Fiction
Outcome: Setting description
Audience and purpose: Provide a detailed image of the 
setting to children who are learning about the Romans.  
Effect: to give the reader a clear image of what 
Pompeii was like before and after the natural disaster. 
Outcome: Story ending
Audience and Purpose: To entertain the reader
Effect:  The reader will be entertained.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Write own explanation text in an imaginative 
way.
Audience and purpose: to explain how something 
works in a humorous way
Effect: audience will be entertained.

Poetry
Outcome: To write their own cautionary tale
Audience and purpose: Children who may not always 
follow the rules. 
Effect: to entertain and make children laugh, but also 
think about the importance of following the rules.

Jim: A 
Cautionary Tale

Hillaire Belloc



A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

William Shakespeare
Ocean Meets Sky
The Fan Brothers

Kai and the 
Monkey King

Joe-Todd Stanton
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Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Fiction
Outcome: alternative narrative
Audience and purpose: children reading the monkey 
king- to understand how the monkey king was caught. 
Effect: to entertain

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Persuasive leaflet for a fictional island.
Audience and purpose: Persuade people to visit the 
island (all ages)
Effect: inform and persuade the reader

Poetry
Outcome: To write their own Haiku poem
Audience and purpose: Other children and purpose is 
to perform. 
Effect: entertain the reader and encourage 
performance. 

Fiction
Outcome: 
Alternative ending 

Audience and purpose: 
Children who enjoy imaginative picture book

Effect: 
To entertain and immerse the reader in a vivid 
imaginative world. 

Non-Fiction
Outcome: 
Write their own ‘revolting’ recipe

Audience and purpose: 
Other children who enjoy magical, humorous texts. 

Effect: 
To entertain and instruct

Fiction
Outcome: Narrative in 1st person
Audience and purpose: Children reading the books. To 
develop and deepen their understanding of the 
characters.
Effect: The audience will have a deeper understanding 
of how the characters feel during a part of the story.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Autobiography
Audience and purpose: The next teacher. To portray 
themselves clearly. 
Effect: The reader learns all about their next pupils. 

Poetry
Outcome: Write their own.
Audience and purpose: Other children and purpose is 
to perform. 
Effect: Reader is entertained. 

Short Burst Writes
1.  Letter to new teacher

George’s
Marvellous

Medicine
The Fan Brothers

Haikus

Holiday Island
brochure

Autobiography

Tanka and Cinquains
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Pig Heart Boy
Malorie Blackman

Coraline
Neil Gaiman Hidden Figures

Margot Lee Shetterly

Fiction
Outcome: Action Narrative
Audience and purpose: Someone who likes action in 
fiction – to captivate and build suspense through action 
in a narrative.
Effect: Scared, anxious, not knowing what happens 
next.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Discussion Text
Audience and purpose: to inform and discuss; 
someone considering xenotransplantation
Effect: Supported to make a decision; challenged on 
their current ideas

Fiction
Outcome: Chase scene
Audience and purpose: Write to entertain readers of 
Coraline or readers who like to feel tense or nervous.
Effect: Scared, anxious, adrenaline rush.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Survival guide
Audience and purpose: People who want travel and 
survive in Coraline’s parallel world; to give more 
information for first time reader’s of Coraline.
Effect: Confidence and knowledge to survive in a new 
location

Poetry
Outcome: Stylistic language poem
Audience and purpose: Creating intrigue and to evoke 
questions among the reader. Parents and family 
through Google Classroom.
Effect: emotions.

Fiction
Outcome: A sequence of diary entries as Alexei 
Leonov being the first person to spacewalk
Audience and Purpose: Someone who is interested in 
space and history and the Space Race
Effect: Empathy for Alexei; excitement, fear and 
uncertainty

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Report on NACA and NASA
Audience and purpose: Someone interested in the 
history of NASA and the Space Race
Effect: Informed with interesting information

Poetry
Outcome: To create a poem which reflect two 
opposing themes e.g. freedom vs being trapped
Audience and purpose: For peers who are learning 
about feelings and concept of freedom. To express 
their understanding of concepts such as freedom, 
courage and resilience.

Short Burst Writes
1. Job Advert for a human computer
2.        Job reference for Dorothy Vaughn as her 
               univeristy tutor
3. Formal letter to a judge as Mary Jackson

Poetry
Outcome:  Class book of poetry
Audience and purpose: To create descriptive poems 
with oxymorons
Effect: To feel emotion and empathy for what the poet 
is conveying

Poems with Oxymorons

Short Burst Writes
1. Dialogue in narrative
2. News report: first heart transplant

Famous Five
Survival Guide

Enid Blyton

Flame
Rachel Rooney

Caged Bird
Maya Angelou
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Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Who Let the 
Gods Out

Maz Evans

The Arrival
Shaun Tan Great Adventurers

Alistair Humphreys
Fiction

Outcome: An extended dialogue based on characters 
in The Arrival
Audience and purpose: to integrate dialogue to inform 
the reader and advance the action
Effect: Emotion and empathy for the characters; 
understanding of what is affecting these people

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Information text on an imaginary animal
Audience and purpose: people who are interested in 
unique animals, readers of information books
Effect: to believe our creature is real with a little 
uncertainty that it could exist.

Poetry
Outcome: To create a ‘reverse’ poem linked to the 
events in The Arrival.

Short Burst Writes
1. Informal emotional letter to his family back home
2. Formal letter to an official in the country he is 
emigrating to

Fiction
Outcome: Retell the event from an alternative 
perspective
Audience and purpose: readers interested in survival 
stories; to show how perspective changes the 
understanding of an event
Effect: Shock, tension, empathy for the narrator

Non-Fiction
Outcome: Profile page for Chapman and Mallison
Audience and purpose: people reading or learning 
about survival stories
Effect: admiration, empathy

Poetry
Outcome: To create a poem which reflects a 
character’s personality and traits.
Audience and purpose: To create entertaining poems 
for the Yr6 leavers to take with them.
Effect: entertained, to find it funny.

Short Burst Writes
1. Dialogue between Chapman and Mallison while they 
are trapped underwater
2. An internal monologue of John Capes

Fiction
Outcome: a rewrite of a scene from another character’s 
perspective
Audience and purpose: Readers of Who Let the Gods 
Out to understand the choices of another character
Effect:  Tension and concern as Elliot is drawn into 
helping him.

Non-Fiction
Outcome: A formal online news report  written in the 
style of a BBC website article
Audience and purpose: An online audience looking for 
clear, factual and engaging news
Effect: informed and engaged. They should understand 
the key facts of the event, recognise its importance, 
and feel surprised or intrigued by what has happened.

Poetry
Outcome: To rewrite the poem from the listeners 
perspective.
Audience and purpose: For readers who enjoy mystery 
and fantasy or the supernatural. To entertain and 
engage the imagination of the readers by creating 
atmosphere and mystery.
Effect: mystery, not knowing what is going to happen, 
ambiguity.

The Listeners
Walter de la Mare

Worst Day Ever
Chanie Gorkin

Who Are You
Calling Weird?
Marilyn Singer

A Kid In My Class
Rachel Rooney



Handwriting Progression



Handwriting Progression



Autumn Term       Spring Term       Summer Term       

Spelling Progression

Year 2 Spelling ProgressionYear 1 Spelling Progression



Autumn Term       Spring Term       Summer Term       Autumn Term       Spring Term       Summer Term       

Year 3 Spelling Progression Year 4 Spelling Progression

Spelling Progression



Spelling Progression

Year 5 Spelling Progression Year 6 Spelling Progression

Spring Term       Spring Term       Summer Term       Summer Term       Autumn Term       Autumn Term       
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